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The Characteristics of Novels in the Early Qing Dynasty in the

Context of Homeland Complex

Yang Lin

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty, the novels flourished and had unique characteristics of

the times, which worth separately research. At the beginning of Qing Dynasty, detective-

style fictions disappeared, the current news novels prospered, and the fictions of gifted

scholars and beauty surged. The novels’ features included the author’s wide participation,

outstanding geographical characteristics, strong motive of make profits, more sense of orig-

inality, and a deeply conceived nostalgic feeling. All these features were closely related to

homeland complex that permeated in the whole country. The pacification policy that the rul-

ers in the early Qing Dynasty adopted promoted the extending of homeland complex, which

also created opportunities for the prosperity of novels in the early Qing Dynasty.

Key words: history of literature; fictions in the early Qing Dynasty; homeland complex
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