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Return to the Works Themselves

—Study on Wellek’s Ontology of Literary Works
Wang Xue

Abstract: Wellek’s ontology of literary works is one of the important works ontologies
among the 20th-century Western literary theories. It was born in the turning period when
the traditional view of literary works was declining, the flooding period of positivism and the
fading period of new humanism. Previous studies focused more on the relationship between
Wellek’s ontology of literary works and Russian formalism, Prague School, New Criticism,
and less on its ideological links with phenomenology and structural linguistics. In fact,
Wellek’s ontology of literary works was deeply influenced by phenomenology and structural
linguistics in the process of its formation, It skillfully borrowed, merged and developed the
key concepts of the two trends of thought, and applied them to the analysis of the ontology

&

of literary works, forming important concepts like “object of experience”, “structure of
determination”, “structure of eight-strata” and “perspectivism” as its core. It described the
essence and mode of the existence of literary works with a complete and comprehensive
theoretical framework, emphasized the importance of the internal factors of literary works,
and directed the focus of literary research to the analysis of literary works.

Keywords: Wellek; ontology of literary works; phenomenological philosophy; structural linguistics
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