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An Analysis of the Classic Elegance of Civil Court Officials’

Poetry and Paintings in the Yuan Dynasty
Zhang Yi

Abstract: “Classic elegance” is a kind of beauty that represents the author’s gentle tempera-
ment and tranquil and leisurely mood, a grace featured by carefree detachment and artless
charm passed down by the ancients. This kind of taste was conveyed in scholars’ creation of
poetry and painting in the middle of the Yuan Dynasty. Yu Ji ( ) and Ke Jiusi ( )
two civil officials who had successively assumed the posts of Imperial Academician and Book-
Appraiser at Kui Zhang Ge ( ), or the Hall of Imperial Library, were tastemakers and
top connoisseurs of contemporary literary and artistic practice. Their poems on paintings, together
with those of their colleagues, were mostly comments on literary and artistic works of the Tang ,
Song as well as Yuan Dynasties They especially praised the elegant literati paintings of Zhao Meng-
fu ( $) and Gao Kegong ( ) as models If the imperial academicians’ stress on “the
laws” was mainly concerning the elegant style of poetry, their pursuit of “classic elegance” was
mostly represented in their poems on paintings and ink bamboo paintings

Keywords: Kui Zhang Ge; civil court officials; poetry and painting; classic elegance
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