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On the Responsibilities of Local Governments to Issue Early Warnings

in Responding to Public Health Emergencies
Li Hongle: Zhang Liang

Abstract: In dealing with public health emergencies caused by infectious diseases,
publicizing the epidemic is not the only way for the government to disclose information.
Issuing early warnings is another important way of disclosure. Based on the systematic
investigation of Article 43 of the Emergency Response LLaw and the analysis of the relevant
provisions of the Infectious Disease Prevention and Control Law, it can be seen that the
issuance of early warnings and the release of emergency information are legally separate links
in the emergency management. There is an inconsistency in form between Article 43 of the
Emergency Response LLaw and Article 19 of the Infectious Disease Prevention and Control
Law. However, based on the rules of law application, it can be determined that Article 43 of
the Emergency Response Law should be applicable and that there is no legal conflict that
needs to be submitted to the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress for
adjudication. Although the relevant laws, administrative regulations and State Council
regulations do not give the authority and procedural basis for the local government to issue
early warnings, it does not affect the government’s fulfillment of its responsibility to issue
early warnings. Moreover, local legislation, administrative legislation, or emergency
response plans formulated by governments at all levels according to law can be used as the
basis for issuing early warnings.

Keywords: infectious disease epidemic; public health emergency; early warning responsibility;

emergency response plan
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