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John Cook, Unum Necessarium , London: [s.n. ], 1648, p. 61.

F. N. L. Poynter, The Evolution of Medical Practice in Britain, London: Pitman Medical Company, 1961, p. 5.
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@ John Securis, A Detection and Querimonie of the Daily Enormities and Abuses Co m_|mitted in Physick , London; [s.n. ], 1566,
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@ John Cotta, A Short Discoveries of the Unobserved Dangers o f Several Sorts of Ignorant and Unconsiderate Practisers of Physicke
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Andrew Wear, Health and Healing in Early Modern England , Brookfield, Vt. ; Ashgate, 1998, p. 123.
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John Securis, A Detection and Querimonie of the Daily Enormities and Abuses Co[ m]mitted in Physick , pp. C6v-CTr.

Thomas O’Dowde, The Poor Man's Physician, or the True Art of Medicine , Preface, FApiF: iy,
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@ Noah Biggs., Mataeotechnia Medicinae Praxeus, the Vanity of the Craft of Physick, London: [s.n. ], 1651, p. B3v.

® Nancy G. Siraisi, Medieval & Early Renaissance Medicine: An Introduction to Knowledge and Practice, Chicago and London:
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Chicago University Press, 1990, p. 23.
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G. E. R. Willock, The Laws Relating to the Medical Profession, London; [s.n. |, 1830, pp. clxxvii-clxxviii.

Charles Webster, The Great Instauration: Science, Medicine, and Re form, 1626-1660, London: Duckworth, 1976, p. 262.
Charles Goodall, The Royal College of Physicians of London, Ann Arbor: Michigan University Press, 2008, pp. 316-317.
G. E. R. Willock, The Laws Relating to the Medical Pro fession, p. clxxxiii.
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Decline of Popular Medicine in Early Modern Britain;
A Study from the Perspective of Social History
Zou Xiang

Abstract: Popular medicine featured prominently in traditional British medicine before early
modern times. It was primarily entangled with Christianity and demonstrated complex
theories and clinical practices. In the beginning of the early modern times, along with wide-
ranging social transformations, the first wave of professionalization took shape in various
disciplines and professions. Medicine was no exception. This period, roughly from the mid-
16th century to the early 19th century, witnessed the reorganization, exclusion and
consequent waning of popular medicine. With the decline of popular medicine, orthodox
medicine began to predominate in the diagnostic and treatment system, which was driven
substantially by religious, political and cultural factors, but not obviously by the
development of medical science.

Keywords: popular medicine; new cultural history; British social history
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