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Historial and Modern Examination of the Household Registration Function

From the Perspective of Policy

Wang Yuesheng

Abstract: Household registration system is the basic tool for government to gather house-

hold and its members’ information and then implement population management. From the

perspective of history and reality, its main function lies on four aspects: firstly, by con-

straining people to the certain accommodation, the rulers could thus acquire adequate human

and material resource, which was the emphasis in traditional society; secondly, the system

offered people living in different living standard with corresponding survival help and helped

people claim their rights and interests to resist speculative behavior; thirdly, with the in-

formation of resident and floating population mastered through the system, it could be more

convenient to maintain the ruling and social order; at last, the household registers calculat-

ed family numbers and population. Since ancient times, the function of household registra-

tion has had not only the persistent aspect but also weakening and even vanishing aspect.

Simultaneously, there were, as well, some aspects which were not conspicuous in tradi-

tional society finally being highlighted in some contemporary periods. The reform of contem-

porary household registration system should decrease the contents which have negative

effects to the identity equality and opportunity equality for the benefits of easier normal pop-

ulation moving and economic development.

Keywords: household registration system; function; traditional and modern
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