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On Derrida’s Theory of Deconstructive Civilization

Guo Qiang

Yang Hengsheng

Abstract: Faced to the civilization development crisis caused by alienated rationality, Derrida created the theo-

ry of deconstructive civilization, a new field of civilization research and new model of civilization salvation, by

taking deconstruction as a vision and strategy, starting from the etymology of “text” research, extending to

philosophy, politics and ethics, and then bringing in the concern about the salvation of civilization. This kind

of civilization takes subverting the traditional “metaphysics of presence” as a breakthrough, and then decon-

structs the precondition and bases of instrumental rationality civilization. Deconstruction is not destruction,

but a strategy and commitment. The theory of deconstructive civilization contains the theory purport and value

appeal of the harmonious developments of civilization after deconstructing the traditional metaphysics.

Key words: civilization crisis; Derrida; civilization criticism; the theory of deconstructive civilization
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