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An Analysis of Huo Guangs Power and Liu He's Being Enthroned
and Dethroned from the Perspective of Absolutism
Fu Ku:

Abstract: That Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty entrusted his offspring to Huo Guang is
the fundamental reason for the establishment of the latter's authority. Objectively, absolute
power fell into the hand of Huo as all the other assisting ministers passed away or got killed
for rebellion. According to the administrative system of Emperor Wu, the inner court played
a leading role in administration with the support of the outer court. At the core of the sup-
porting mechanism, Huo Guang retained the power for final decision-making. This mecha-
nism reveals itself in such records as “political decisions were finalized by Guang”, and deci-
sion-making was the responsibility entitled by the testamentary edict of Emperor Wu. Liu
He's lifestyle conflicted irreversibly with the then social realities and Huo Guang’s govern-
ance concept, resulting in Lius immediate dethronement. Huo Guang paid too much atten-
tion to his “fame”, i e. , how subsequent history would evaluate him, which exerted a criti-
cal impact on his wrestling with major political incidents and political trend during the reign
of Emperor Zhao and Emperor Xuan. The political maneuver of Huo Guang, who held both
authority and power, demonstrates that historical evaluation is one of the institutional fac-
tors for restraining power under ancient autocracy.

Keywords: politics in the Western Han Dynasty; absolutism; Huo Guang's power; Liu He's

being enthroned and dethroned
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