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Behind the Shift of British Views on China
——A Review on British Views on China: At the Dawn of the 19th Century
Li Shizhen

Abstract: British Views on China: At the Dawn of the 19th Century written by
Mr. Shunhong Zhang mainly concerns British images of China from the 18th century to the

early 19th century. This book comprehensively arranges the vast classes of British views and

perceptions of China, such as the Macartney and Amherst embassies, the missionary,

British writers and so on. It thoroughly investigates the British views on Chinese political

system, culture, religions and so on. On this base, it analyses the historical reasons for the

disparities in British views on China, and for the changes in British perceptions of China. It

then develops the concept of “self-criterion” and explores the distinction between it and

“Europocentrism and orientalism” .

Key words: British Views on China: At the Dawn of the 19th Century; British views on

China; western view of China
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