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An Explanation of the Theme of Ban Gu’s Da Bin Xi with a View

to the Vicissitudes of Guests in the Han Dynasty
Zhou Xinglu

Abstract: There are different explanations on the theme of Ban Gu’s Da Bin Xi ( ,
Reply to a Guest’s Banter), an important work in Han Dynasty. Although there is “inter-
textuality” among Ban Gu’s Da Bin Xi, DongfangShuo’s Da KeNan ( , Answer to a
Guest’s Challenge) and Yang Xiong’s JieChao ( , Self-Consolation), the authorshave
completely different views on “Da Han” ( , the Great Han Dynasty) and “Zhan Guo”
( , the Warring States) . Ban Gue criticized the host and the guest in the form of the di-
alogue for “cherishing memories of the Warring States in such a magnificent era and flaunt-
ing what is heard while disbelieving what is seen” . Early Han Dynasty was teemed with
roaming scholars and hangers-onto aristocrats. Emperor Wu of Han opened channels for
them to fill government official positions on the one hand, and took extremely severe meas-
ures to wipe them out on the other hand. From then on, the group went from bad to worse,
and was reduced even to a band of scoundrels. Such is the context in which DongfangShuo
and Yang Xiong composed their pieces In contrast, Emperor Guangwu, Emperor Ming and
Emperor Zhang of the Eastern Han Dynasty highly revered Confucianism while suppressing
such hangers-on as the gallant men again. Admiring the Confucian school and suppressing
the gallantswordsmen was the general social value, which was also reflected in Ban Gu’s Da
Bin Xi. This work not only establisheda logicalideologicalfoundation for Ban Gu’s devotion
to Confucianism, but also blazed the right way to “establishing morality and expounding i-
deas” for his contemporary scholars

Keywords: Ban Gu; Da Bin Xi; guests; admire Confucians andsuppress gallant men
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