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Chinese Intellectuals’ Observations on U, S. Soil Erosion
and Its Control in the 1930s and 1940s and Their Influences
Gao Guorong

Abstract: In the 1930s and 1940s, Chinese intellectuals paid much attention to U. S, soil e-
rosion and its control. During that period, agricultural disasters, especially the Dust Bowl in
the U. S. Great Plains were widely reported in various forms in China. The reasons for the
expansion of agricultural production and consequent soil erosion were analyzed from the per-
spective of production mode changes, wartime needs abroad for American agricultural pro-
duce and mechanization. Meanwhile, the American system of soil conservation was intro-
duced in terms of legislation, institutions and measures. With the growing attention from
Chinese intellectuals toward U. S. soil erosion and its control, an important part of China’s
efforts to publicize and prepare for its own soil conservation, the consciousness of soil con-
servation was gradually raised among Chinese people, and the knowledge of U. S. soil con-
servation was used as important references for initial conservation experiments in China,
thus spurring the development of the soil conservation campaign in China,

Keywords: Great Plains; Dust Bowl; soil conservation; environmental governance; environ-

mental education
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