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A Research into Lu Jiuyuan’s Thought of Heresy and
Its Cultural Implications

Bao Jiadao

Xie Guangqian

Abstract: In connotation, Lu Jiuyuan (Xiangshan) defined heresy as a kind of differentiated

existence opposite to orthodox thoughts. Any thought could be defined as heresy if it cannot

provide an access to the Tao or harbor private sentiments. In content, Xiangshan believed

that Cheng-Zhu School (Neo-Confucianism) would disintegrate due to its divergences of o-

pinion, so as to become a worse heresy than Buddhism and Taoism. Buddhism put emphasis

on standing aloof from worldly affairs and aimed to get out of the deep suffering of the circle

of birth and death. On the other hand, Lao Zi asserted discarding knowledge and basing on

nothing, and insisted that nature prefers motionlessness rather than movement. The Tao of
Buddhism and Taoism is partial. The Hundred Schools of Thought, such as Mohism, also

had their drawbacks respectively which hurt the orthodox thought. In strategy, Xiangshan

stressed that firstly we should clarify the Tao of Confucianism itself; then, we can inquire

into heresies and totally refute them. Xiangshan’s thought of heresy uncovered the transfor-

mation of his academic focus, and reflected his adherence to orthodox Confucianism and his

negation of the Cheng-Zhu School.

Keywords: Lu Jiuyuan; heresy; Neo-Confucianism; Buddhism and Tacism; Yangzhu and Mo-

ism
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