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Duke of Zhou’ s Admonishment of “Non-Frequent Drinking”
and “One’ s Morality Should Restrict Him from Getting Drunk” .
the Alcohol Control and Moral Stipulation in Jiu Gao in the
Interpretation of Confucian Classics
Yu Zhiping Tang Yan

Abstract: As a piece of Confucian classics, Jiu Gao in Zhou Shu was Duke of Zhou’ s po-
litical entrustment to Duke Kangshu in Wei State, in which he emphasized on the impor-
tance of giving up and banning alcohol. According to Duke of Zhou, often and improper
drinking and indulgence in alcohol could result in evil doings and ethos corruption. What’ s
more, liquor would bring about irrationality and break self-control, making people lose mo-
rality and then the country, and inducing the punishment of the God. “Non-frequent drink-
ing” required ministers and royal family members not to drink {requently out of the consider-
ations about economic cost, political control and religious belief. However, after the sacrifi-
cial rites for the gods and ancestors, it is not a fault to drink appropriately. King Wen of
Zhou dynasty and the Duke of Zhou always bound drinking and personal characters together,
giving drinking moral and ethical connotation to build up social morality, and verify the
moral characters of themselves through the test of alcohol. The kings and dukes wanted to
educate the nation through the trivial matter of drinking and advocated that overlooking this
matter would lessen the requirement and harm the cultivation of morality. They also believed
that as the essence of the heaven and the earth, alcohol roots in lands and crops, which
concern myriads of people’ s lives directly, so it is not permitted to waste alcohol

Keywords: Duke of Zhou; JiuGao; non-frequent drinking; one’ s morality should restrict

him from getting drunk; drinking manner
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