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A Comment on Studies of the Ecological Dimension of
Marx’s Category of Material Transformation
Zhang Xiufen Bao Qingde

Abstract; “Material transformation” is an important category of Marx’s ecological thought

in Capital. This terminology has different translations in academia, such as “material trans-

formation”, “metabolism” and “material metabolism” . Derived from Moleschott and Lie-

big, Marx’s concept of material transformation refers to the following manifestations: ma-

terial transformations in the self-cycling of nature, between human and nature and between

human and human; material metabolisms within the society, nature and between human

and nature; hierarchical division of economic and ecologic cycles that are connected with me-

tabolism between human and nature. Preliminary academic explorations in the ecological con-

notation of material transformation and its fractures, pushes its study to ecological criticism

of capitalism. “The material transformation of human and nature” has become the focus of

interpretations of “human life eternal necessity conditions and two-way interactive between

human and nature” through the medium of labor, opening up a new approach to the deep

understanding of Marx’s Capital.

Keywords: Marx; Capital; material transformation; ecological thought
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