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Abstract: Both Ji Kang and Ruan Ji advocate nature, pursue freedom, and take indulgent
attitudes against the harm caused by the hypocrisy of rites to human nature. By comparison,
Ji Kang preserves his moral integrity and tends to be cynical; while Ruan Ji drifts with the
current and refrains from making showy display. Examining these two persons together, we
can acquire comprehensive understandings of the dual connotation of Zhuangzi’s “nature”
category on the subject side.
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