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Honoring the Loyal Officials in Royal Style: Why Liu Zongyuan
Made the Inscription on Nan Jiyun’ s Temple Monument

in Suiyang in Parallel Style
Liu Ning

Abstract: The Inscription on Nan Jiyun’ s Temple Monument in Suiyang, made by Liu
Zongyuan, is an important work to honor the royal officials who guarded the royal regime
during the An-shi Rebellion in in the Tang dynasty from 755 to 763. Emperor Suzong praised
Zhang Xun, Xu Yuan and Nan Jiyun in 757 and ordered to establish a temple for the three
loyal officials in Suiyang in the same year. However, the establishment of the temple monu-
ment had been delayed for nearly 50 years. This reflects the local apathy in Suiyang to the
imperial court about honoring loyal officials. The parallel style of the inscription is a common
style adopted by scholars in the Imperial Academy of the Tang dynasty to record the emper-
or’ s words and royal court’ s orders. Liu Zongyuan employed this style to make the in-
scription to echo the royal court” s order to honor the loyal officials. The inscription empha-
sized on the building of the royal court’ s authority, whereas Han Yu’ s Epilogue of
Zhang Xun’ s Biography, another classic work for honoring loyal officials, made a pro-
found interpretation of loyalty. The two works had significantly strengthened the ideas of
loyalty. A thorough understanding of Liu Zongyuan’ s Inscriptionon Nan Jiyun’ s Temple
Monument in Suiyang is also with positive enlightening significance in recognizing the value
of Han Yu’ s Epilogue of Zhang Xun’ s Biography.

Keywords: Liu Zongyuan; Inscription on Nan Jiyun’ s Temple Monument in Suiyang ;

parallel writing; Epilogue of Zhang Xun’ s Biography; honoring loyalty
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