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Chinese State Theory and the Innovation of Political

Economy Theory System
Lin Guangbin

Abstract: So far, the social and economic development of patterns of political economics is
based on the rules of a specific country’s economic activities, Therefore, state theory should
be the total theoretical premise and the logical starting point of the political economy. The
paper analyzes this problem from three aspects. Firstly, it analyzes the prevalent state the-
ories including classical theory, neo classical theory, Keynes doctrine, exploitation theo-
ry and contract theory, and finds that in the Western state theory, the state is not directly
responsible for the production function or only has limited participation in production,
which cannot well explain the establishment of New China nor the characteristics of con-
temporary China’s national function. Secondly, according to the evolution of human pro-
duction, the paper investigates the formation of the early state in China and finds that the
formation of China has significant production attributes and the legitimacy of Chinese
ancient governments was based on developing the economy, ensuring supplies, distribu-
ting equitably and maintaining fair order. Thirdly, the paper summarizes and analyzes Sun
Zhongshan’s state theory, Mao Zedong’s state theory, Deng Xiaoping’s state theory,
and points out that China’s contemporary state economy function is also featured by the
state’s productive function. Finally, the paper proposes that the establishment of China’s
state power and state theory is the primary condition for the study of the political economy
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and that the logic of socialist political economics
should start from the state theory and proceed step by step according to the motion law of
economic practice,

Keywords: China; state theory; state function; production characteristics; innovation of

political economy
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