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Searching for the Root of the Ethical Culture and Resisting the Assimilation:
The Renaissance of the Shamanism of the North American Indians
Yuan Jie

Abstract: It is generally acknowledged by the academic world that the shamanism which

based on the animism is the ethical cultural root of the North American Indians in histo-

ry. Since thel6th century, the North American Indians have suffered from the genocide and

cultural assimilation, and their shamanism have been regarded as savage culture and been

banned. The shamanism declined faster than ever in the industrial civilization of the 19th cen-

tury, while in the recent years it and reviving. In recent years, as the root of the culture,

shamanism appeared the tendency of recovery and renaissance as the North Ametican Indians

express their desire to resist the assimilation. It is an important style of the renaissance of

shamanism in the whole world, and also an important observation point on the contempora-

ry change of shamanism.
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