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The Political Dimension and Aesthetic View of Post-Colonialism .

A Review of the Foreign Studies on Said’ s Political Aesthetics Thought
Wu Tiezhu Wang Bingzhen

Abstract: As an influential cultural critic in the 20" century, Edward Said explained the in-
fluence and function of aesthetics on political attitude, frame of reference, life experience,
cultural resistance and national attribute from the angel of novels as cultural forms. In this
regard, Said’ s postcolonial criticism with Orientalism as its core constructs the political
aesthetic analysis mode of western narratology. In the political dimension of critical dis-
course and the aesthetic view of the politics of subjectivity, Said’ s political aesthetic
thought presents the aesthetic salvation of intellectuals and national literature. This paper
tries to analyze and explore the theoretical analysis framework of foreign studies on Said” s
political aesthetic thought in these three dimensions, and probe into the fusion and contra-
diction characters of Said” s cultural political criticism based on this, to explore the cross-
regional dialogue and cross-cultural exchange between eastern ideology and western aesthetic
trend. This can provide reference and enlightenment for the construction and development of
political aesthetics in China, and show the theoretical and practical value of political aesthet-
ics in the development of social history.

Keywords: Said; post-colonialism; critical discourse; politics of subjectivity; aesthetic sal-

vation
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