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Kant’s Refutation of Idealism
Liang Yizhong

Abstract; Kant’s “Refutation of Idealism” focuses on the Cartesian skeptical idealism. So

long as Kant challenges the skeptical idealist’s dogmatical claim of inner experience, he has

successfully attacked the idealism. Kant’s refutation of idealism proceeds from the possible

conditions of time-determination of empirical self-cognition. If the skeptic can determine the

time order of internal experience, he must take the external objects as its necessary

premise. Therefore, if the skeptic admits the time-determination in internal experience, and

denies the existence of external objects, he will confront a dilemma.
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