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On the Confucian Epistemology of Rectifying Names
Tang Daixing

Abstract: Confucian philosophy consists of the history of spirit and the morphology of
spirit, the latter of which is an open knowledge pedigree. The ideological basis of this
knowledge pedigree is the human nature theory of naturalism. The essence of historical
philosophy with universal appeal is the historical development concept of returning to origin
and opening new prospects. The ethical theory is the doctrine of benevolence. The political
philosophy is the doctrine of propriety. The educational theory is “ Learning and
introspection and outer-practice from time to time” . The gentleman’s ethics of “making
oneself successful and helping others achieve their goals” is the doctrine of the mean. The
life philosophy is the theory of integrtving “truth, good ness and beauty” . When we link
all the above-mentioned knowledge patterns to form a knowledge system of open tension, we
have the epistemology of rectifying names. The epistemology demonstrates Confucius’s
efforts to salvage the status quo by returning to origin and opening new prospects, when he
faced a time of division between the ideal way and the realities and a time of confusion in
propriety and law. It is an epistemology and methodology established by examining and
questioning the ethics, politics and education with life and historical experience based on
following name to pursue reality and following reality to demonstrate name.

Keywords: epistemology of rectifying names; name and reality happening themselves; name
and reality separate from each other; following reality to demonstrate name; following name

to pursue reality
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