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What Is Freedom and What It Is for. Connotations

of Socialist Freedom
Qiao Rui

Abstract: In the realistic context of China, it is necessary to propose the concept of socialist
freedom as a challenge to Western values, to respond to and criticize western freedom from
the perspective of developing Marxist theory of freedom. Freedom is never a purely theoreti-
cal problem. but a major practical problem. Marx’ s theory of freedom regarded practice as
its logical starting point and construction principle, and the establishment of freedom
through realistic and revolutionary critique as its core Socialist freedom is the inheritance
and development of Marxist thoughts on freedom It adheres to the historical and realistic
logic basis, dialectically integrates instrumental freedom with intentional freedom, formal
freedom with substantive freedom and personal freedom with social liberty in the socialist
practice, highlighting the unique connotations and value dimensions of socialist thoughts of
freedom.
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