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The Art Spirit of Contemporary Feminine Poetry
Jin Hua

Abstract: Feminine poetry undergoes its characteristic evolutionary history in different coun-
tries. Compared with that of the western world, the development course of China’s feminine poetry
is more circuitous. In a traditional culture where patriarchy prevailed, the motif of feminine poetry
was pathos and boudoir repining. Along with the collapse of the patriarchal ideology, feminist con-
sciousness awoke, resulting in an attempt of the feminine poetry to undergo a spiritual revolt a-
gainst the traditional poetry on which it formerly depended. In the modern and contemporary socie-
ty, the patriarchal ideology underwent an unprecedented shock, and the feminist ideology of self-
reliance and self-improvement laid the foundation for the rising of the feminine literature in the 20th
century. After the May 4th Movement, feminine poetry headed for independence. At the beginning
of the contemporary society, gender consciousness almost disappeared in feminine poetry; it solely
eulogized human beings. Starting from Wang Shuting, feminine poets began to write with a con-
scious mind. When it came to the age of Wang Xiaoni, they began to seek their own language and
construct their unique artistic ideal. The poetry in this era exhibited purity in its real sense. In the
latter half of the 1980s, along with the appearance of “Soma Literature” and “Language Litera-
ture”, feminine poetry fulfilled the task of the construction of its artistic ideal, featuring the theme
of the meaning of life, hence the establishment of a contemporary artistic ideal of “singing for one-
self” which solely belonged to feminine poetry. In its future development, feminine poetry aims to
integrate itself with the prevailing value orientation and spiritual significance, hence a further subli-
mation of the feminist consciousness and the feminine poetic art.
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