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Truth and Methodology: A Further Reflection on the Modern
Research into Classical Chinese Literary Theory

Gao Wengiang

Abstract: The establishment of classical Chinese literary theory as a modern discipline was

greatly influenced by Western modern discipline system. Therefore, the modern research in-

to classical Chinese literary theory has an innate nature of “theoretical presupposition”,
y

which inevitably results in imposed interpretation. How can the seemingly unavoidable phe-

nomenon be avoided? This paper attempts to answer the question by learning from the way

Zen adopts when confronting similar problems in Buddhism.

Keywords: classical Chinese literary theory; theoretical presupposition; imposed interpre-

tation

109



