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Spectrum, Concept and Criterion
——Questioning Ankersmit’s Narrative Substance Theory by McCullagh
Li Heng

Abstract: Frank Ankersmit proposed his narrative substance theory in Narrative Logic: A Semantic Analy-
sis of the Historian’s Language . the first book written by himselfl Scholars got different assessments on this
book because of its radical viewpoints. McCullagh criticized the narrative substance theory severely from three
aspects: the appliance spectrum, the legality of narrative idealism and the criterion of measuring historical
narration,
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