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Accurate Chinese Interpretation of the Ecological Term of “3N’s”
Qi Yuan Gao Xuan

Abstract: This article summarizes the literature of ecological studies at home concerning the

terminology of “three N’s” and classified Chinese interpretations of the term into five
gy

types. Then, it studies Professor Dann’s article “Greenspeak: An Analysis of the Language

of Eco-tourism” and translates the three words of “Nature”,

“Nostalgia” and “Nirvana”

into “ziran” (H#R), “huaijiv” ($FIH) and “niepan” (JE#) .On this basis, the au-

thors compares their interpretation with the former five types of interpretations in an effort

to clarify their internal logic: “Nostalgia” motivates the tourist, connected with the “Nat-

ural” features of his destination, helping the tourist experience “Nirvana” . With this accu-

rate understanding of the three “N’s”, the article not only reveals its ecologic values, but

also directs the discourse of “Greenspeak” to the criticism and reflection of mass tourism.

Keywords: Eco-tourism; ecological discourse; three “N’s”
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