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An Analysis on Traditional Farming Culture and Political Structure in the
Implementation of Villagers Autonomy System in China
Zhao Yihong

Abstract The traditional cultural background and social structural factors have profound impact on China's
villagers~ autonomy system during its implementation The Chinese traditional farming culture characterizes it-
self with a self-reliant and stabilized natural economy, family-oriented values blood ties, equalitarianism, and
a loyalty to home village These cultural ingredients reflect Chinese farmers value orientation in the depth of
their conscousness which fadlitate their behavior patterns The implementation of the villagers autonomy
system is a process of their adaptation to an alien system in accordance with their own experiences and local
rules in fact Therefore, the effectiveness of its execution depends very much on the affinity between the sys-
tem and local culture of the specific region Since all cultures and thought patterns grow out of their specific
soils and relate to certain social structures, China’s unique social structures undoubtedly consolidate such an
affinity
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