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A Study on Rural Labor Migration and Statistical Deviation of
China’s Urban-Rural Income Gap
Gao Wenshu

Abstract: China's current official household survey has failed to effectively cover the rural-to-urban migrants.

which overstates the income of urban residents and understates the income of rural residents, and then over-

states the urban-rural income gap in China. Our survey shows that the urban household survey basically neither

cover the migrant households (missing houscholds), nor the migrant workers who have not any economic ties

with their rural families (missing persons) . Due to these missing. the urban-rural income gap was overstated

by 13. 65 %. If we further consider that the income records made by the rural houschold survey miss the income

information of some persons who are working and living in urban areas (missing records), the urban-rural in-

come gap would be totally overstated by 41. 26 %. For these reasons, China's urban-rural income gap should

have been 2. 29-2. 84 times in 2010, smaller than the official data of 3. 23 times. This paper also develops a

mathematical model to adjust the deviation.

Key words: urban-rural income gap: rural labor migration; urban and rural household survey; personal in-

come statistics
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