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The Motivation and Path of the Reconstruction of the Frontier Thought

of “Wangzhewuwai” in the Period of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty
Yuan Baolong

Abstract: Since the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the disadvantages of the frontier thought of
“Huanglaowuwei” (letting things take their own course) had become more and more obvious. It had
become a demand of the times to explore and establish a new and promising concept of borderland,
no matter based on the reality or theories. After the development and accumulation of frontier
thought since the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the time for its evolution was ripe in the reign of
Emperor Wu. Emperor Wu and Dong Zhongshu became the two key figures to promote the final
completion of the evolution. Dong Zhongshu's reformed New Confucianism theory provided the
basic spiritual connotation and theoretical framework for the reconstruction of the frontier thought
of “Wangzhewuwai” (the king’s prestige and benevolence have no boundaries), and a series of
practical and theoretical puzzles such as the long-standing interaction between Yi and Xia were
solved. Emperor Wu judged the times and the situation, and had a spirit of beneficial arbitrary. With
the positive trend of new Confucianism, he constructed the frontier ideological system of the Han
Dynasty, and strengthened the centralization of power and foreign affairs, thus opening the era of
great achievements on the frontier issues in the middle of the Western Han Dynasty.

Keywords: “Wangzhewuwai”; frontier thought; reconstruction
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