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Reading Notes of Laozi
Ye Xiushan

Abstract: Having been read and interpreted over two thousand years, the book Laozi has
not only become a treasure in history of thought, but also a philosophical work, owing to
the discussion of Tao. The book has started a tradition that in addition to historical and real-
istic legitimacy, governance should find its metaphysical legitimacy in that the king has the
naming right, especially that concerning value judgments. However, this right cannot serve
as the object of both empirical sciences and philosophy because of its mysterious nature. In
the general sense of “doing-nothing”, the obscurantism embodied in Laozi aims at both
subjects and kings, for the principles of “non-competing”, “retiring from the public hife”
are valid for both of them. From the philosophical standpoint, although the book Laozi has
raised topics such as “being-nothingness”, “life-death”, the discussions are just treating
the two sides of one coin. Consequently, being and thought do not gain their
independence. Therefore, in the long run, how this way of thinking would affect philosophy
as Wissensha ft is still a pending issue which is worth serious consideration by all philoso-
phers.
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