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Zhang Dainian’s Study of the Cheng Brothers in the
Republic of China Period
Cao Shuming

Abstract: In the Republic of China period, Zhang Dainian analyzed the Cheng Brothers spe-

cially and carefully within his general framework in which he divided the backbone of Chi-

nese philosophy into cosmology, life theory and epistemology. His analysis covers three as-

pects: revelation of the similarities between the Cheng Brothers, distinction of their differ-

ences and evaluation of their theory. Zhang’s study of the Cheng Brothers is characterized by

his skillful use of both western and Chinese academic methods and his combination of histor-

ical facts with historical reviews. These achievements profited from the clear research meth-

odology for his studies of the history of Chinese philosophy, which also helped the construc-

tion of his new materialism.
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