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Confucius Concepts of Filial Piety and the Theoretic

Presupposition in Its Application
Wu Feng

Abstract: Confucius is the initiator of filial piety. Though he did not establish a systematic
theory of filial piety, he prepared a theoretical presupposition of its application and narration
for future generations. Confucius’ concept of filial piety came from the virtue theory of the
Western Zhou Dynasty, especially such ideas of filial piety as ancestral worship and the an-
cestral property inheritance. According to the Analects and related records about him, Con-
fucius creatively raised his own ideas of filial piety, including support to and filial respect for
one’ s parents, concerns for them when going afar, reward to them and adherence to their
teachings and filial obedience to and persuasion of them. He also had distinct ideas of the re-
lationship between filiality and the morals of brotherliness, loyalty and benevolence as well
as their application. Confucius did not prescribe for posterity some normative
dogma. Instead, what he put forward were humanitarian principles for timely action and fili-
al propriety, leaving to later generations adequate possibilities of interpretation.

Keywords: ancestral worship; support to and filial respect for one’ s parents; concerns for
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one’ s parents when going afar; reward to one’ s parents and adherence to their teachings;

filial obedience to and persuasion of one’ s parents
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