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The Reestablishment of Garrison by Taiwan Authorities on
Taiping Island and the Formation of Postwar U. S. Policy

Towards South China Sea
LiLi

Abstract: After the Taiwan authorities withdrew from Xisha and Nansha Islands, the
Philippines’ desire for Nansha Islands prompted the Taiwan authorities to return to them.
When the Taiwan authorities garrisoned again in Taiping Island in 1956, the United States
did not support Taiwan authorities’ claim of “sovereignty” on it, because the United States
believed that the Taiwan authorities did not have the ability to defend the entire South China
Sea Islands. Therefore, the U. S policy towards South China Sea began to show extremely
adverse changes for both sides of the Taiwan Straits It proposed that the Taiwan authorities
should unite with the Philippines and Vietnam in the common camp to allow them to occupy
islands close to each other in order to prevent the People’s Republic of China from occupying
Xisha and Nansha Islands, and thus forming a South China Sea policy that claimed “blurred
sovereignty cannot be beneficial to the People’s Republic of China” .

Keywords: Taiwan authorities; Taiping Island; United States; South China Sea policy
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