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“Advanced Meaning Represents Noble Character” and
Its Leading Role in the Trend of Chinese Medieval Poetry

Creation: an Analysis of Wang Changling’ s The Meaning of Articles
Gao Xiaocheng

Abstract: Since the formation of the rhythm of “modern poetry” in the early Tang Dynasty.,
the theorists temporarily lost the interest of further exploring and studying it, and the
development of poetry theory faces the dilemma of where to head to. Wang Changling
creatively proposed a theoretical fulcrum, which claimed that “the character of a poem is
advanced if its meaning is advanced” in The Meaning of Articles, a theoretical literature of
his quotations. This proposal made the theoretical focus of poetry in the Tang Dynasty
switch from external forms to inner aesthetics, thus establishing a basic creation method of
realizing the noble character of a poetry by conceiving its advanced meaning, and leading the
fundamental trend of Chinese ancient poetry creation. Therefore, this proposal has
important significance in the history of poetics.

Keywords: Wang Changling; poetry format and style; The Meaning of Articles
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