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On the Precautionary Principle for GMO Commercialization

Gao Jianzun

Abstract: Since the transgenic technology emerged, its harmful risks to the environment
and the human body are hard to confirm or falsify in science. Different parties’ attitudes to-
wards the genetically modified technology and products are completely different. Given the
uncertainty of transgenic technological risks in science, the European Union comes up with
the strong precautionary principle and implements strict risk prevention mechanism and
measures, while America adheres to the weak precautionary principle and adopts the “sub-
stantial equivalence” principle that equally treats transgenic products and conventional prod-
ucts. As a reference for risk-prevention of genetically modified organisms in China, we can
combine the EU policies and the America policies. For one thing, the guiding role of the pre-
cautionary principle shall be established and its contents be specified; for another, the sub-
stantial equivalence shall be introduced and adopted as a means for realizing the purpose of
the precautionary principle.

Keywords: GMO commercialization; precautionary principle; assessment methods of sub-

stantial equivalence
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