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On Damages for the Loss of Life
Xu Chuncheng

Abstract; In wrongful death cases, should the loss of life be compensated? The majority

of countries would say no. However, the UK in the past treated the lost life as compensa-

ble damage, and now so do some states of the USA. In contrast, the loss of life has been

ignored in Chinese tort law. To be sure, the long-standing debate about “compensation

price of life” has nothing to do with the lost life itself. While the death compensation is in-

terpreted as the remedy for the deprivation of the life of the victim, the real loss of life is

hidden in the darkness. In this article, I will argue that the death compensation is not the

compensation for the loss of life of the decedent but the compensation for the loss of future

earnings of the decedent. By now, the lost life damages have not been recognized by Chi-

nese tort law.

Keywords: the loss of life; damages for lost life; death compensation; “compensation price

of life”
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