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The Theoretical Analysis on ‘“Technical Criticism’ About

Modernity and the Turn of the Risk Society Theory
Ouwyang Guangming Song Fengtian

Abstract; Modern civilization created a modern society with a great wealth of material as op-
posed to the traditional society by the technical rationality. Science and technology bring e~
normous material wealth for human beings: but it also brings huge risks and disasters,
which lead to the corresponding critique of modernity focusing on “technical criticism” -
There exist rational criticism paradigm characterized by critique of epistemology. ideology
critique and cultural values critique etc, as well as non-rational criticism paradigm represen-
ted by Heideggefs concept of poetic techniques and Foucault’s criticism on the genealogy of
technology rights- The emergence of risk society theory made the philosophical reflection
built on the experience description of the complexity and richness of modern technology-
which resulted in the technical criticism turning to risk society theory- In that case, it is
possible to choose and discuss the technology in the public domain, even in the whole socie-
ty- When the concept of scientific development and the risk society theory has a lot in com~
mon; in terms of the concept of science and democracy - discussion on the rights of public do-
main and so on, further discussion on implementation of the concept of scientific develop-
ment with reference to the risk society theory becomes a possibility- The risk society theory
whose study focuses on the empiricism as well as realism lays a solid foundation for the oper-
ability and feasibility of the concept of scientific development-
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