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On Works of Preface Connected with Qu Yuan and

Li Sao in Xi Han and Dong Han Dynasties
Cui Ruiping

Abstract; In both Xi Han and Dong Han Dynasties, there was a heated debate around Qu

Yuan and his work Li Sao. Almost all the excellent writers participated in the debate and as

a result, a great many prefaces were created. By analyzing the background of the debate and

the stylistic characteristics of “preface”, which is described as the original case and loose

wording, this article reveals the essence of the intellectual debate, that is, the different reac-

tions of intellectuals toward whether to agree with the excessively noble and radical ideal

personality of Qu Yuan, and draws a conclusion that it is necessary to re-evaluate the works

of both sides in the debate.

Key words: Qu Yuan; Li Sao; intellectuals; preface
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