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The Cognition of Institution and Its Influence: An Empirical Study on the

Willingness of Participation in Public Goods Provision in Rural China
Wen Yingying

Abstract: New institutionalism theories maintain that the cognition of an institution will
obviously influence its implementation effect through influencing on individual actions. The
cognitive frame of institution will help individuals comprehend reality, assisting them to
carry out meaningful actions. Based on the theory of institutional legitimacy of new
institutionalism and the data collected from a questionnaire research on 400 households in the
rural areas in Fujian province, this study makes quantitative analysis and demonstrates the
obvious influence of the cognition of institution on the willingness of participation in public
goods provision in rural China. It is found that the cognition of “one decision for each project
on finacial rewards” institution has brought the legitimacy that promotes the willingness of
participation in public goods provision. However, the cognition of project institution will
reduce this willingness to some extent due to the crowding-out effect. Thus, different kinds
of cognition of institution can bring different implementation effects of “one decision for each
project on finacial rewards” institution and project institution.

Keywords: cognition of institution; public goods provision; willingness of participation; one

decision for each project on finacial rewards; project institution
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