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On Consolidation and Cognition of “Can or Not”
Wang Qin

Abstract; “Can or Not” can show tones such as questioning, consulting, imperative, exclamatory, refuta-

tory and so on in modern Chinese. These differences in syntactic function are connected with their syntactic

distribution from the sentence in-sentence out-evolution of the consolidating development. It has become not

only a questioning marker but also a multi-functional marker. The development of “Can or Not” is also a

process of subjectification evolving from propositional component to a discourse component and from objective

significance to subjective significance and so forth. With the development of the grammaticalization, its ques-

tioning function is gradually weakened and the function of imperative, exclamatory and discourse marker grad-

ually solidified. “Can or Not” can be used for positive and negative questioning, which is closely related to

the emergence of modal meaning in which *“can”

means “may” . With the grammaticalization of “Can or

Not”, there exist some factors of lexicalization in the consolidation of “Can or Not” .

Key words: consolidation; subjectification; grammaticalization; lexicalization
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