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The Separation and Combination of “Learning” and “Literature” .
On the Essays of the Eastern Zhejiang School in the Southern

Song Dynasty and Their Evolution
Guo Qingcai

Abstract: Eastern Zhejiang School in the Southern Song Dynasty mainly consisted of East-
ern Zhejiang scholars, of whom Chen Fuliang, Ye Shi, Lv Zugian and Chen Liang were the
leading figures. Most members of the Eastern Zhejiang writer-scholars had experience in
teaching or studying imperial examination essays, which not only played a great role in at-
tracting their peers to propagate the learning of Eastern Zhejiang School, but also promoted
the maturation of Eastern Zhejiang writers’ essay-writing. The essence of Eastern Zhejiang
School can be summarized as: worshiping legalism, advocating pragmatism and being learn-
ed and refined, which demonstrated the law of the mutual promotion between learning and
literature In the Jiatai era (1201 —1204) of Emperor Ningzong of the Southern Song Dy-
nasty, Lv Zuqgian and Shi Ye's students tended to follow Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism School
which unified the branches of ideology, the streams of learning of the Eastern Zhejiang
School gradually dried up. As a result, Eastern Zhejiang School became more achieved in lit-
erature than in learning,

Keywords: Eastern Zhejiang School; worshiping legalism; advocating pragmatism; being

learned and refined; Zhu Xi's Neo—Confucianism School
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