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Nihilism and Idealism: the Similarities and Dissimilarities of Nature View

between Zoranzi and Rousseau and their Own Value Criticism
Dong Ye

Abstract: During the process of human culture, both Zoranzi and Rousseau discovered the

problem of antinomy, and came up with their own ideals and hypothesis about the “Na-

ture”, but they had different comprehension of it. In terms of the relationship between man

and nature, although they all emphasized the harmony and integration between them, they

held monism and dualism respectively on the basis of philosophy; as far as social ideals. al-

though they longed for pursuing freedom and equality, they had different ways to made

them come true——one relying on virtue and the other on social contract; when it came to

their aesthetic taste, although they all advocated simple surviving and rejected alienation.

they judged the contents in doctrine and in kindness differently. Zoranzi was a nihilist, who

preferred to natural order, while Rousseau was an idealist who advocated returning to na-

ture. However, both of them encouraged man and society to recover their simplicity and re-

turn to the original nature.

Key words: Zoranzi; Rousseau; nature; civilization
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