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Yan Fu’s Viewpoint in Historical Evolution and its

Effect on New Historiography

Dong Genming

Abstract: Yan Fu analyzes the development of the human society in his viewpoint of histori-

cal evolution, and his vision of the world history of “joint description and outlook” and his

academic vision of Sino-western comparison play an enlightening role in the initiation of Chi-

nese modern new historiography. He introduces viewpoint of western modern historiogra-

phy, and propagates the viewpoint of history evolution, which has direct academic effect on

the shift of models in researching Chinese modern historicgraphy, such as the model in re-

searching from “history of monarch” to “history of people”, and the one from the textual

research of historical facts to the exploration of historical laws, and so on. The viewpoints

of historiography of Liang Qichao and Xia Zengyou, as representative figures in Chinese

new historiography, are more or less affected by Yan Fu’s thought of historical evolution.

Keywords: Yan Fu; viewpoint of history evolution; new historiography
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