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Public Institutions Participating in the Government Purchase of

Services: Explorations and Enlightenments from Shanghai
Ni Xianlin

Abstract: With the deepening of China’s reform of social services, the reform of public
institutions and its convergence with the government purchase of services have attracted
more and more attention from all sides. Government purchase of social service forms an
outer power system that forces reforms of public institutions and their service delivery
and promote the reform of China’s social service system. It has become an important is-
sue. In this paper, we focus on the theory and practice of public institutions participating
in the government purchase of social services. Based on the interpretation of theoretical
logic of public institutions’ participation in government purchase, the paper takes the
practice of Shanghai as the research object and focuses on its specific actions, its innova-
tions and shortcomings. In conclusion, the paper summarizes some beneficial enlighten-
ments on the convergence of public institutions reform and government purchase of serv-
ices.

Keywords: public institutions; government purchase of services; directional purchase;

competitive purchase; Shanghai
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