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Research on the Cause Of “Japanese Pirates” at Shuangyu
Harbour in the 16th Century
Wuang Wenhong

Abstract: It is very complex how the maritime smuggling merchants turned {rom merchants to bandits at

Shuangyu Harbour in the middle of the 16th century. The smooth smuggling trade calls for the balance of the

three forces

-the maritime private traders. the onshore private traders and the political policemen. When

the balance was broken. the conflicts would eventually occur due to the tension of forces. As a historical trag-

edy. the conflicts of pirates lasted for 13 years. This article shows that the rational way to avoid this tragedy

should have been the government policy of free foreign trade.

Key words; Shuangyu Harbour; Japanese pirates: the maritime smuggling
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