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A Review of Leiss’s Ecological Marxist Theory of the

Domination of Nature
Bao Qingde

Abstract: As a representative figure of ecological Marxism, Leiss used his unique epistemo-
logical dimension to explain the most profound social consciousness of global ecological cri-
sis-the concept of the domination of nature. The concept objectively results in the distortion
of human nature as well as the destruction of the ecological environment in the real socie-
ty. In essence, the domination of nature means that some persons are in control of some oth-
ers, which hinders human being’s all-round development and restricts social progress in
temporal-spatial dimensions. To eliminate the idea of dominating nature is to establish a con-
server society and shape human being’s ethical and moral values, which will ecologically
constrain, specify and lead human being’s use of science and technology. Today’s ecological-
ly environmental problems require a deeply ecological interpretation of the concept of the domi-
nation of nature. Leiss’s theory of the domination of nature in ecological Marxism has important
enlightening significance and reference values, which help us develop an ecological civilization i~
dea that respects, follows and protects nature, and construct a beautiful China
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