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On the Nationality of Goddess
Qin Gong

Abstract; Wen Yiduo's negative opinions about Goddess for its lacking distinctive national
qualities lowered the status of this poem in modern Chinese literary history. Nevertheless,
Goddess is based on colorful Chinese folklores, ancient literary works, traditional astronom-
ical and geographical knowledge, and Chinese historical events. In addition, the poet, Guo
Moruo, presented characteristic dialects in his work. Consequently, Goddess is a poem roo-
ting in Chinese culture. Both the poem and the poet had strong nationality. Wen Yiduo's
criticism did not outstep the boundaries of his personal view. However, literary critiques
should proceed from the study of the background of the literary works and the author, so
that comparative truth could be drawn.

Key words: Guo Moruo; Goddess; nationality
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