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The Basic Elements and Social Security Function of

Civil Storehouse System Designed by Zhu Xi
Zhang Pinduan

Abstract: Social security system based on material objects had a long history in China s feu-
dal society. One of the most respected and advocated was civil storehouse system designed
by Zhu Xi, the founder of neo-Confucianism Its basic elements are: First, civil storehouse
should be built in townships, and monitored by the government and ran otherwise; Second,
accumulating capital on their own by extending loans to earn interest; Third, on a disaster-
stroke year, the storage can be used for relief, while on average year for poverty alleviation;
Forth, the system should be managed by scholars and count upon government support. T he
storehouse system had played a multi-role in providing disaster relief, helping the poor, and
protecting productive forces to carry out the role of reproduction. Its implementation had
not only alleviated the financial burden of the feudal government, but improved effectively
the refuges  self-protection awareness by changing their attitudes towards the disaster from
totally counting on government relief to self-relief by government support. The system had
also helped to maintain social stability.
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