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The Evolution of the Functions of Fanyi in the Land
Force and the Transition of Social Power

Structure in the Qing Dynasty
Li Weny:

Abstract: The group of Fanyi in the land force were on the front line of Beijing’s stabiliza-
tion, the revolution of whose functions and roles had reflected the changes of historical envi-
ronment in the Qing Dynasty. Fany:i had played important roles in arresting thieves and
pursuing fugitives in the early and middle of Qing Dynasty, and was an important power for
the government to maintain the stability of Beijing. After the middle of the reign of Emperor
Qianlong, along with the intensification of class conflicts, Fanyi’s functions in arresting
people were gradually highlighted and relied on by the government, and they became unscru-
pulous and unruly in colliding with thieves and racketeering, so they became the hampers for
Beijing’s stability. This transformation, of course, was the result of governance method
mistake. However, in essence, it was a reflection of the weakening of the imperial court’s
control in the underclass in the middle and late Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: the Qing Dynasty; Beijing; Fanyi in the land force
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