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The Covers, Illustrations and the Chapter Titles in The Book

of Chuang Tzu Published by Penguin Books
Yu Xuetang

Abstract: Thirty-four illustrations were used in The Book of Chuang Tzu by Penguin Books
in 1996, one of which appeared twice. The cover picture, the illustrations and the transla-
tion of the chapter titles convey cultural connotations which both are related to the text of
Chuang Tzu and have a style of their own. Among the thirty-four illustrations, 22 came
from the landscape collection of Wang Nianci, a landscape painter in the late Qing Dynasty
and the early Republic of China. These landscape paintings reflect that the translator mainly
accepted the idea of Peripateticism in The book of Chuang Tzu, and that he interpreted the
idea as a state of earthliness rather than a state of transcendence. Maybe the translator found
in the text freedom which he comprehended in those Chinese paintings. The rest 11 illustra-
tions were selected from the books of Yuli-The Holy Book (Yuli Baochao), The Great
Com passion Mantra (Dabei Zhou) and The Diamond Sutra (Jingang Jing), which imply
the westerners’ awareness of the allinclusiveness of the Chinese culture.

Keywords: The Book of Chuang T=zu; English translation of Chinese classics; Penguin

Books; Martin Palmer; illustrations; Peripateticism; religion
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